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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR YE 

SUB J : FONMIN KHALATBARY VISIT TO YEMEN 
REF: (A) TEHRAN 274(NOTAL), (B) SANA 130 

1 . REF A CROSSED WITH REF B. DEEPER OR HIDDEN IRANIAN MOTIVE 
FOR KHALATBARY VISIT AS SUGGESTED PARA 2 REF B SEEMS UNLIKELY. 
UNDOUBTEDLY, IRANIANS HOPE TO IMPROVE OWN IMAGE, BUT WE DOUBT 
VERY MUCH VISIT IS AIMED AT SAUDIS. FONMIN THIS WEEK UNDERLINED 
EARLIER REMARKS BY MOFA OFFICIAL THAT IRAN-SAUDI RELATIONS 
ARE GOOD AND NOTED "OIL PRICING HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS." KHALATBARY HAS BEEN MAKING TOUR OF ALL GULF STATES 
(EXCLUDING SOUTH YEMEN, WHICH HAS NOT DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
TEHRAN) SINCE DOHA OPEC CONFERENCE. VISIT TO SANA COMPLETES 
CIRCUIT. 

2. IN JAN 1 1 PRESS CONFERENCE ON SEVERAL MATTERS, FONMIN 
DESCRIBED TRIP AS FRIENDLY VISIT, AND ADDED, "ALTHOUGH THE TWO 
COUNTRIES DO NOT HAVE COMMON LAND OR WATER BORDERS, IRAN 
AND NORTH YEMEN ARE ON THE BEST OF TERMS." HE SAID IRAN'S 
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AND YEMEN'S IDENTITY OF VIEWSON MANY ISSUES WAS BROUGHT FOR- 
WARD DURING PRES AL HAMDI'S VISIT TO TEHRAN LAST YEAR. 
KHALATBARY WILL BE FIRST IRANIAN HIGH-LEVEL VISITOR TO 
SAN' A, ACCORDING TO PRESS HERE. 
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